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Chriſt's Fulneſle , and 
Man's Emptineſſe. 
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1 Cor. 4. 7. 
What baſt thou , that thou baft not re-\#P 
ceived ? if thou _ received it, why | 
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OR, 
To every good Chriftian Reader. 


Good Reader, | 2 3.8408 
a Liny the great Naturaliſt, taxeth ſome of 
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the Grecke ,, and Latin Writers in brs 
BI Ro time, of folly at the leaſt, for ſending a- 
broad their and worthiefſe Pam: 

blets with an over-prarſe tz the Title, promaſeng 
290 at the firſt {i ws utterly decering # Rea-: 
der in his further ſearch : But he that ſhal with judg- 
ment reade this Sermon , will finde ſomewhat more 
then anaked title to commend it. Sometimes the work- 
man graceth tbe: warke t Sometimes The Worke the 
Worke-man ; but behold im this Treatiſe they kiſſe 


a red Roſe in one ſweete Poſte, But, that both have 
beene abuſed in the firſt Impresſion hereof, it appea- 
reth as clearely (by the Manuſcript) as the ſplendant 
Sun within Farths ſpangled Canopy : for al theſe 
Paſſages, which will make the Arminians to ſtumble 


each other, and are joymed «x as awhite Roſe & |" 


md (without doubt) to fall in ſome meaſure , are (by 
A 2 IM | 
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ll The Epiſtle to the Reader. 
| _ D.w, [the Imprimatur-iſt) deleted; as if Ar minianiline 
| —_ were Englands true DofFrine. But now for thy com. 
{{ places. |fort (Dear Chriſtian) thou haſt the Author' sSermon 
ar it was preached before King Tames , without the 
leaſt dimmution ; Aud I ſend it out with that prayer , 
or benedifHton that Lacob ſent with bis ſonnes mito 
Gen. 3. | Xgypt;God Almighty give thee mercy inthe 
14. fight of the man: [n the jaght of the great man that 
thou maiſt make him bumble : Of the poore man, that 
thou maiſt make him content ; Of the ftabborne man, 
that thou maiſt hanimer, and ſupple him : Of the pent 
tent man, that thou maift bind up b1s wounds & ſoret, 
Of every man, that thou maift touch bis conſcience, 
and wownd bis ſoule. Amen. © 


Thine in the Lord Ieſus, 
Þ, B. 
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Chriſt's Fulneſle, and 
Man's Emptineſle, &c. 


JOHN 1.16. 
Of bis Fullneſſe we yen all received Grace for Grace . 


Aint Auguſtine in bis booke De (vritare Dei, ſeemes 
to ſtand amazed art the _—_ which appeares in 
this firſt of [obn, aboye all wr th > na 


by © 


writ. And Calvine faith, he doch in thi Ders- 
nare ab alts , giving it the chiefeft il___ wherein 
a divine Ropeadious authority appeares beyend all the writing of 


men. [wnias (ith, that he was uever ſtrucken with an apprehen(*- | - 


on ot che Diety ill he read chis firſt Chapter , affirming ic to be the 
ficſt and chicfeft ord his == _ rms aaron 
unbracing of ( 'br:f ianity, you itin written by him- 
ſelfe, And in all this. Chapter not a richer and fuller ſentence 
then this which deſcribesto Pr of Chriſt, 

The parts of it are three. 

Firſt. here is a F*/neſſe attributed ro Chyiff. 


Secondly , this is noc a reſpeRive but a diffu/ive Fulneſſe, FO ; 
is, Foulne 5 not ſhut up in its owne Bankes, bur runaing oyer for ; 
our tand uſe, | 


Of his Fulneſſe we bave all rectived, that is, all that eyer had a- 
ny Grace took it from this heap,drew it from this fountaine. 
Thirdly, theſe receits are amplified by the vatitey of them,Grace 
for Grace. Thar is, Chriſt hath R__ to us for all the Graces which þ 
he reccived of his fathet for us;Graces anſwerable,as the Seal is ſaid 
to give to the Waxe print for print, CharaRer for CharaQter , or 
ng father is ſaid to give to the ſonne lymbe for lymbe, member 
member, chough not of the (ame bignefle and meaſure. In the 
Go ſence Chrilt is aid topive to us Grace for Grace, So that 
[_ you ſce here a full ſhop, many Buyers or Receivers, cho'ſe of 
[wont or rather to uſe the Scriptures ſimilicude : A full Table,ma- 


ace LES Grace, Glenn? ores = _We 
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Chriftt Falneſſe, and | 
| [We begin with the fir, This Flnefe is arcributed to Chriſt in 
: 4+ reſpects. [t. Inregard of bis perſon : So bee was full. x. way 
Is regard of his | 20 increate F »lneſſe: ſor as the glory of God filled the 7 emvple that 
pieſon. Moſer could not enter in ; {o the humanity of Chriſt which anſwe- 
red to that type, was filled not only with the effeRts of the D as 
zhen, but with the Diety ir ſelfe, which is therefore ſaid ro dwell in 
him corporally or _— [2. Hee was moreover filled with a 
Created Fulnefſe , and ſo hee was ſaid to be full of all diyine good 
things, which Joby reduces to rwo heads, Grace and Trath. Trath 
which comprehendeth all the vertues of underſtanding ; And Grace 
which comprizerh all beauciesand perfeQions of the will, 
w Secondly ,this Falneſſe is attributed to Chriſt in regard of bis of- 
1» regardof bis | fices [1+ ns a Propher. He was full of all the Treaſures of wiſtdom 
Offices, ( and knowledge ? So thar all the Light which che For'/d ever had 
| came from him as a Propber. 

All the Revelations which Aden , Abrabow , and Noevh ever 
had ; All the Viſfons which Eſaias, Jeremy, and the reſt of the Pro- | 
| phers ever ſaw ; All the myſteries which ever were declared to Paul 
and Toba,came from him, they all reccived rheic light from this Saw, 
which from the firſt ing.of ume {hone to the darke watld, 
without ſertin wer lf bhgh the darkeneſſe | 
itnot. Secondly , hee was ful as a Prieft,fadlof fauour with God, 
' | whence he hath audience, alwais full of Compaſſion to man, whence 
he is ready te entertaine-any ſuis or Saiters; full of meric ,  wiehce 
ſure ts prevaile in all his requeſts and Intercefſions [4 He was You! 
as a King, full of authority, all power was given him,m Heaven & | 
in Earth, full offtrengcth and might ro detend his Servanes , and to 
reſiſt his enemies till he hath made chem his foot-ſtoole. Laſtly, full 
of royall Mnnificence, whence ready to ſupply the wants of his Ser- 
yants, and to give themin theeand a large recompence of reward. 
RG of bis | Thirdly, this Falneſſe is attributed unts Chriſt in regard of righ- 
K';hicou/re/ſt, | oulnelle , hee was full of all righreouſneſſe original & attwall , 4- 
| ttive and paſſive generall and particular,whence we have theſe b*- 
n*-fics, following, { 1. That hee who was fo fall himſelfe is able to 
make us f#/lif we wan faith or love , or any other grace. [2.*By 
this we know what a Mediator we have to deale withal, even with 
one fil of love, fall of patience , full of tender compaſſion which 
may 1nvite us to come to him. | Laftly, we have this comfort . that 
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FO " Hans Emptineſſe. » 


though our Righteouſneſle be yery weakeand ſinall , yer in hum we 
are complegte, Coloff, 2, 

| Fourthly, this Fallzes is attributed to him in regard of bis Ef- 
feits, Scarce was there ever any ation that Chrift did , but you 
(hall ſce a P»/xet in it. At the firſt Mirade that ever he wrought, 
he filled 6 wacer-pots with wine, afterwards be filled 5 ove gueſts 
with 5 loaves and 2 fiſhes, fo that ewelve Baskers foul of broken 
meates were taken up ; So he filled the News with fiſhes till they 


all, he filled the Diſciples with che holy Ghoſt in the day of Pente: 
coft, and ofjen afterwards, whence they ate ſaid ro be full of Joy. 
and the Hely Ghoſt, | | | 

| If we would know theReaſons It is partly in regard of Chriſt 
himſelfe, hee was the Corner Stone, therefore there is reaſon hee 
ſhould be the faireſt in all che Building, He was the Prince of our 
Salyation,cherefpre is. was weer he (hould be like Sev! higher chan 
all the people by head and ſhoulders, farre exalted above all Prin- 


cipalicies and Powers. | 
| Dninkly it was in regard of us and out-emprineſſe, that with 
| 


s Fulnes hee might repleniſh our V acuity, otherwiſe wee could 
neither haye ſeen him nor received ofhim. Not have (ceve him;for 
'the glerious Beauty of his Godhead was too bright for our eyesto 
behold. Ir was therefore reaſon that it ſhould bt pur into the Lan- 
thorne, or Vaileof Chriffs Humanity,chat in that we mighe bebold 
it.' Not could we have received of it, for the Diety is an Inacceſ 
fible Fountaine ; It was reaſen therefore that Chriſt Humanty 
ſhould be the CeRerne ar Conduit-Head to receive it for our mo- 


dell and uſe. 
Bur here one Queſtion muſt bee anſwered. Steven and orher 


| Saintsare ſaid in Scripuure to be full of the Holy Ghoſt, and how 


differs this from the Fulneſſe of Chreſt > 
I anſwer, firſt they were ſaid to be full according to their mea. 
ſure, Chriſt ont of meaſure;as a litde Diſh may be ſaid to be full as 


nefſe. 


were ready to breake againe, and which was the beft Fulnes ot| 


well as the Ocean. So they were ſaid to be ll; becauſefilled accor- | 
ding to che natrownes of their preſent Capacity. Bur Chriſt wa+| 
full according to all dyaenhons, length, breadch, and depth of Ful. | 
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Secondly, in them there was Plenitwdo Yaſs ;In Chriſt, Plenitn- | 
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Chriſt's Fulneſſe, and 


{ men, when they fay,that che Fe/nes of the Saints and of Chriſt dif. 


| do fot is , that is, there was in them a derived participated Fo. 
meſſe, but in Chriſt there was a Fulnes like the Falnes of a Foun» 
caine ſpringing from himſclf, which is well expreſied by the School-. 


ter,as [gn and [gnita, the one like Torches kindled, the other like 


| Fire ir ielfe, for the Fulres of the Ocean is too linle to ex 


1 was an abſolute P»/nes withour all limits, without all compariſon, 


| beape. | This Incentive P aw! often uſes to inflame the defires 


Ce Mr er 


preſſe this; 
| For if youtake a drop or two fromit, itis ſo much leſlened , rather 


the fines of the fire, which lights 8 thouſand Torches, yeris noc|. 


it felfe diminiſhed. 
Thirdly, in them there was a rative Fulner, Steven was 
(aid ro bee Fallin of other lefler Sain's ; But'in bim there 


Whar ſhall we now deduce hence for Application to our (elyes ? 
Firſt, chat which isalſo che of the Evangeliſt in this place; 
This ſhould iwwwe ww to conve to Chniſt, ard 19 taks of — 
che 


; Geniles tocome ro Chriſt, even the Riches of that falves which: 
is in him, which in the f#lrefſe of time began to be expoſed to all: 
| Commers,as he ſauh,hidden before, bur now fully revealed ; ſeen 

before but in Types and Shadowes, now with -open face ; before 
' preached bur to a few; now to every Creature under Heayen ; be- 
; fore the Spirit was given but by drops, bur now be that bak af. 
, cendedon high, and led Captivnty Captive, hath ſo given gifts to! 
; men , that he hath filled all chi . 


- part init, that as thoſe Corinthians,we may be wade rizh in Chyift 
, filled with all knowledge and every grace. Content nor your felyes 


| therefore to know this onely,for that is our-common fault to con- | 


tent our ſelves with the Notions of ſuch things without praRtiſe. * 
| Burgoto Chriſt 25 Bees to a meadow that 15 ful of flowers , as 
' Mexchanrs co the Indies that have full Mines,that you may expe- 
rimentally find your (elves reruning from lin full fraught with 
{che Treaſures of Truth and Grace. 
| In other things tullnes invites us much ; Joſeph's full Barnes in 
Kegyprt,drew Tacob and his Sons thicher:Canaar was a Land Fel 
| fowrmg with milke and honey, and that invited the [ſraelites to 
| lecke it : Solomons abundance and fulneſſe of wiledome,cauled the 
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[. 
| Let us therefore be exhorred when we heare of ſuch a fulneſſe,\| 
' not tO take the Grace of God i» vaine , but labour we tohaye our| 
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Queene of Sheba to come ouref the South to his Court, In every 
thing fulnes doth much allure andaffeRt us, The Coyetous man | 
though he (pend bur lictle, y et hedefites to take it from a full heape,! 
as he ſaics De p/eno tollere acerve, How much more then ſhould 
this fulnes of Chriſt worke on us, eſpecially fince there is in bin 
not onely a repletive bur a diffuſive fulnes ; — bur 
| {alſo bounty > Buralas, if we looke upon the waies and ations of 
© men, We (hall find that men ſecke a fullnefle in every thing clic, al- 
moR, a fulneſſe in pleaſure and delights, a fulnefle in honour and 
preferments ; But this full Honey Combe 15 almoſt every where 
deſpiſed, bur happy hee, the bent of whoſe heart Gced hath turned 
che oz way to ſeeke a fullnes of Faith and Wiſedome, and a 
fullnefſe of the Holy Ghoſt, who cares nor though ke be empty of 
any thing clſe, ſo hee bee full of theſe ?though a looſer in ocher 
things, ſo a Gainer in theſe. Such a one hath choſen the better part 
| which (hall never be taken from him. 

Secondly, If there be a Fulnes in Chriſt, we ſhould anſwer i: with 
ulnes of affeAion on our parts, fully beleeve and truſt in him, fully 
| \evc and adore him, fully delight in him, for it is reaſon the affeRi- 
un ſhould be atnſwerable to the Obje, A line excellency defues 
tle love and eſteeme ; more excellency more love, but wher there 
is a fulnefle of al excellencies,that we ſhold procecure with fulnes of 
all our affeCtions. All the excellency in the Creature in wes. = 
}f this, is but as a drop tothe Ocean, a1 d a ſparke tothe whole Ble- 
ent of fire. Therefore if we propouen our afteQions to the object, 
which ought to be the Rule and ſquare of them, we ſhould beſtew 
on the Creature but a drop of love ard delight, but che full Aireame 
of our affeRions ſhould be carried to him, in whom 15 the fulneſſe 
of all perfeRion, Ir is crue indeed , that as men hide creaſure from 
theeves under ſtraw or baſer covering, ſo God hides this ful cxcel- 
lencie from the world under a b.ſe ourfide,that his fecret ones only 
. might find 1t our, and others ſeeing, might not ſee, bur ſtumble ar it, 
Thus he hid Chriſt himelfe unger a Carpenters fonne, ſo hee hides 
Divine Mifteries under the meane Elements of Bread and Wine, ſo 
d.] the wiſedom of God is hidden under che fooliſhnetle of presching: 

and under Sneep-skins and Goar-skins , as the Apoftle ſpeakes, 

were hidden, and ſuch as the world is net werthy of, yet there is | 

| fuch a fwlnes of excellency notwichRtanding : for if ever wee law 
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beauty in Sun, Moone, Stars, men, women, &c. Or itever wec 
found delight in muſicke, meares, drinks, friends, &c, All mul 
needs be more abundantly in God, whe is che Author, Maker, & | 
giver of all cheſe ; As Solomon reaſons ; He that me:de the eye. ſal 
not be ſee, ſo he that made all cheſe chings, ſhall he not have them | 
eminencly in himſclfe, for as the worth of many peeces of filyer 15 | 
comprized in one pieceof gold , fo all the perry excellencies which 
are r comer abroad in the Creatures, are all united in God,yea the 
whole volume of perfeAtions, which is ſpread through heaven and 
earth,is epuomized.in him; Why do we not then with Pax, cram- 
ſe upon the Pompe and Glory of the world , tor che excellent 
knowledgol Cbuit > Why do we not with Devid,cum away our 
leyes, hearts, and affcRions from beholding vanity, and pitch them |: 
KF on him.> Why de we not re-callet our {-lves, and gather up| 
our affeRions and thoughts, which are ſcattered and buſied abouc | 
a thouſand rifles, and beſtow the;n all on himyia whom is the fa/- | 
weſſe of all excell beauty, and perfection? | 
Thicdly., if there be a fl#/nefſe in Chriſt, then Jet us be contern | 
weh bins, having our hearts filled and ſatisfied with him, | 
| Firft, in regard of ſprritnal chiags. Gor we net tothe brookes | 
of Texan, the broken « elteines, and Pedlers packs of Rome, asf 
Saints, Merrics, Churches Treaſury, &c, For if there bea fwlnes | 
in Chriſt that needs not. for 1mhins we are all compleat. 
Secandly, for Temporal things let us be contens with him alane, 
for he is our fulla-U even in chem a'fo, for the beter conceiving of | 
this, we malt kno thar the fickt Adams brought a general E.npu- | 
nefle through all the world, for though che world be full of pump+| 
and pleaſurey,as /obn calls them,Luſt of rhe fleſh Luft of ch+ +ye 
8c. yer it 15 properly empty, becauſe noc tull of that. x ſhould bee : 
even as welay a well 1s enpry,theugh icbe full of ayre, becauſe ic 
is not full of water which ſhould be in it: for Emouneſſe is not 
mu. h, Abſent;ia Emitatts a> ab ſemti« Entitarts debite, Hence ther- 
tore not on? y the hearts of men , bit the creatures are ſaid to bre 
empty, hence Solesmon laith Eccleſiaſtes the 1. Chapter, Vanity of 
Vanities, all is but vanity, that is emtinefle:and Row. 8. The Crea- 
ture tu (ſubjett to vanity : that is emprineſſe ; through him that ſub 
j<bterh ir, BTence the hearts of men are not ſatisfied with the world, 
bat as the Prophet ſpeaks : They eat and are not filled, they drink 
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| nes of ſin and guilt in ws, yer theie is a fnlves of Grace in bins able 


 fouleft fins , a falnes of Favonr to prevaile with his Father in a- 


ſhal be drownedin the bottom of the Sea, Now the Sun by reaſon 
of its great force can ſcatter the thickeſt mit , aſwel as che leaſt ya. 


nes of Grace which isin him, is as able, yea as forward and wil- 
lng to forgive the greateſt fins aſwel as the leaft, I fay as forward 
ant willing for mercy, thongh it be a quality in us, yer ic is a na- 
rurein Gad : Now what is natural, theres no unwillingnefſe or 


the care weary with hearing ; Therefore though our ſins be ne- 
| ver ſo great and many, yet it this conditicn be obſeryed, that wee 
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and behold their ſouls 11 crypty , beeauſe the Creature is now but 
as the huske'wichout che graine, the ſhell without the kernell, full 
of nothing but emprineſ'e , and being empty in it felfe, cannot give 
us ſatisfaction ; Bur Chriſt the lecond Adam hath filled 311 thimos 
againe, Epeſ. 1. laſt verie, He fils all in all things, that is, nox on- 
ly the hearrs of ren, but the things al(o, It is the Newter Gendey, 
xa. yre. "£1 91, Hence we may obſerve, that many finde a want 
in the mid(t of plenty, their hearts finde no refi cr fatisfaGtion in al 
they enjoy, but with the holy Regenerate man it is much other- 
wile, though he have bur lictle wealth, a little food and rayment, 
yet there is a ſecrer f»/neſſe put into thar little which makes it fir to 
give him ſatisfaRtion, which is che meaning of that of the PlalmiRt, 
Plal, 37,16, eA little thing to the Righteons , is better then 
great riches to the wickgd, becaule in thar little ir being filled with 
the bleſſing ofthe ſecond Ado, they finde a fa/myſe, whereas the 
wicked finde an emprineſſe in the midft of their greateſt aboun 


dance. 


If there be a fiulneſſe in Chriſt, then what though there be a fol- 


ro remove it, and rake it away, A finer of werey to receive our 
Supplications, a fines of neerst to nike an Atonement for our 


ny requeſts. If therefore there be a fainer of grace mn Chriſt , as 
there #s; be not diſcouraged , though thy fins abound , yet his 
Grase abounds much more, a eannc be (@ our of meaſure fin- 
ful,as he is out of meafute mercifu}. Rewember but the two Meta- 
phors uſ-d in Scripture, / wil ſcatter yowr fins as # iſt, and they 


pour : The Sea by reaſon of its great Valines can drowne moun- 
taines, aſwel as molehils ; So Chritt by reaſon of that Vaſt Fl. 


warinefſe in deing that, as the eye is not weary with ſeeing, nor 
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Chriſt's Fulneſse, and 


Smile. | 


'liein no knowne (in , that we have a ful and reſolute purpoſe , 
'God beanng witneiſero our con'ciences, not :0 doerhe Jealt cyl, 
[nor omirthe leaſt good, in « word that wee make our hearts per. 
.teet ro od im al! ehi4gs » tor withour tis conditen there 15 no re- 
nuſflion of fins. But ir this condition be vbier ved , I lay that al. 
' though our ſicnes b2 never (o gear any many , yer they are nor 
| gone beyond the price which hath beene paid tor then , nor be- 
| yond the Grace of hum with whom we have to cove, for there is 
F fulnes in him, 
| Now belcech you take not this Exhorration in vaine , for 
[there is noching more effeRtual to heale a rebellious dipoſition , to 
\nſhl ſaviag Grace, to caule a finncr to change his courle , then to 
| be fully per{waded that he ſhal be received ro mercy , and that 
(his fins fhaibe forgiven in Chriſt : Even as the Theefe , while 
[the Hue and Cry is after him, never returnes willingly : Rebels 
; and Pyraces whiles the Proclamation of Rebellion is our againft 
| them, never comein : Bur if there be a Proclamation of pardon , 
yea and of ſome great Advancement, if that be belcived ence, that, 
and noting clic cauſeth them to come in, and to become fauthfull 
and loyall SubzeRs, Therefore let this falneſſe of mercy in Chriſt 
be an effefua}l morive to us all, to come in wo lay down the armes 
of Rebellion, to chooſe God for our good, and to give up our ſelves 
wholly co him, to ſerve him with perfeR hearts ge willing minds, 
all our dayes, 


So neuch for the firſt part. 
The (ccond part wil as briefely diſpatch, and net meddle wich 
uy third, left I be redious- 


Of bis Pulnerwes have al recerved 


Hence the ſecond Peint is [ That & Grace 4 recerved | For 
as al Stars ſhine in the light of the Sun; So doe al the 
Saints through grace received. Whar clic diftinguiſhed obs 
_ Indas, Simen Peter, from Simon Mags ? butonely Chriſt, 
who ſhone upon one, and not upon another, when they fate both 
ike in darknefle, and in the (ſhadow of death. 
The Scripture is evident for this , Phil. 2, 13. The Deed 1s 
wrought in us by Ged, and net the deed onely , but the rt alſo 


which | 
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which produces that deed, nor thar onely , but the thonghtr 210 , 


which begar thatw:l. For we are not able ſo much a to thinks a | 
£004 theughr of oxr ſelves, 2 Cor. 3.5. Sothatal grace, yea al | 
preparation to grace, and ability ro zccept grac? arc al fromGod : | 
contrary to whar Armin affcuncch : aud not of cur elves, and | 
that for theiſe reaſons. | 
<Cauſe nothing can worke b:yord th» Spheare of its owne reccy, 
the eff: exceed.u notrhe Caule. therefore ic is ynpoſſible for cor - | 
rupt nature cicher to beget Supernatural grace or to C6e any Act» | 
on preparing, or bending, or inclining the wil to i : For 2s the | 
water cannot heate ( which is an Actin above the nacurecf ir) | 
untu an higher principle of heat be firſt nfuſed into ic; no more | 
can meere nature doe = ching tending to ſaying grace, having 
no principle in it ſelfe whence iccan raiſe it, 

Andif it be objefted ( as ic is by the Arminant ) that though 
Grace doe al, yet to accept or rejet it, ro wil or nul it, isnatural to | 
may as a free Agent. 
I anſwer : that to wil, is natural, butto wil wel, is ſupernacural, | 
and muſt riſefrom a higher wel-head than nature is. For as an | 
hatchet wil cut when handled bur with a common hand , but nor 
make a chaire, or ſtoole, or any Artificial thing except it have /x- 
fluentiam Artificws quatenns Artifex, the influence of ar: Artifi- 
cer as he isan Artificer ; So though ro wil be natural, yer, to wil 
wel, to doe a ſupernatural worke ma ſupernatural and holy man- 
ner, it cangot except it have the influence of a ſupernatural Agent 
co direR and guide ir, 

If a man might accept Grace or refflſe it,as he would. God were 
ne- God, becauſe he might be crofled by his creature, and his own 
wil ſhould not abſolutely bzare rule, eſpecially in that great mat- 
ter of — and not belecving, and in putting diftcrence be- 
ewixt man and man in the matter of Salvation and Damnation : 
For according to Arminine , though God did heartily defire the 
converſion of ſuch a man, and offered him al the meancs of Grace 
that could be, yer it 15 Ril in the free choile of his wil to convert, cr 
not te convert ; Their onely anſwer here is, that ſeeing God hath 
made a Decree,that man hal be a free Agent, though he doe mcſt 
earneſtly defire the converſion of ſuch and ſuch men, yet becauſe 
he cannot dilatuul his Decree, he doch, and muſt leaye it to the li- 


Wc berty 


Chriſts fa alneſſe , and 


| that when they maintaine ſuch freedome of wil, that he who hath 


BY 


in what meaſtre it liſterh, Agiine , if grace ſhould ſpring out of 


| berty of the Creature to doe contrary to even that humſelfe defires- 
But whatis this elſe bur to put God into ſuch ſtreights as Darm: 
was in, who would faine haye ſaved Daxiel, but becauſc of his 
{ Decree he could not? And if griefe in Spirirs and Angels be but 
Reniſus voluntatss, a reluRtancy of che wil, as the Schoolemen af- 
firme, what is this elſe but to attribute griefe unto God, and fo to 
detraQ from bis Blefledneſle. 
Thirdly, if all Grace be not received, but a man may accept it or 
reje& it as he will, how can it be ſolyed , but that a man muſt re- 
foxce and boaſt partly in hinsſelfe,comtrary to Paw!"s rule, and nor 
wholly in the Lord, for aske the queſtion of all that are ſaved, 
whatis the reaſon that you are fared rather then another, their 
anſwer muſt needs be ; T out of the liberty of my o wne will , did 
receive and uſe well che Grace offered, when another did not. So 
that according to »-ſrminms , the Saints in heaven are nota jor 
more beholding to God then the damned in hel, for the offering of 
Grace on Gods part,was a like common to both, only he that is in 
heaven, rgay thank his own wil thathe choſe it, when onother re- 
fuſed its 
They have nothing here to anſwer, bur onely that the meanes of 
Grace arediſpenced by God with ſome diſparity ; Bue what is 


the greateſt meanes may rejeR grace , and he whohath the leaſt, 
may accept it? 

Other reaſons there are, but that T haſten : as that Grace :s not 
Grace without being received, nomore then a man can be a man 
withour reaſon, or a gif: can be a gift without being given, for no 
leſſe doth ir imply contradiftion to ſuppoſe it te be a grace, & yer 
not to be freely b:{towed by Go !, and received by us, 

Secondly, bowing ofthe will is an eftect of grace , and grace 
an cf:& ofthe ſp1it, Now the ſpirit breaths, when, where, & 


our fo.le, ic ſhould be bur a flower of gralle, for all fleſh rs graſſe, 
but the grace of che mediator is of a more durable nature, a flower 
chat fades nor, and a ſpring which is not dryed up. 
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lightned, did approve the law of God according tothe inward 


Hans E mptineſſe, 


The firſt ſhewes us the errors of Arminius, who bath but reſyned 


| the old Pelagianiſme, a dangerous errour : for Artianiſme was like 


a land fl »0d that averflowed the whole world, but was ſoone diy 
ed up againe, becauſe it had not a (ſpring to maihtaine it , bur the 
bett ages ofthe Church had inthem as he called, Aultas fra 
virulentia. Pelagiane,becaule it is an errour agreeable to nature & 
reaſon, fo that we have a ſpring within our own breafito nouriſh 
and main;a1ae ir, Bucnow to EN cloſe to the point in hand, this 
point ſheweth che error of Arminius and Pelagins , who aſcribe 
the beginning nreparations, and ability of accepting grece to our 
own free will, althoug the complement to God, Whereas you ſce 
by what hath been laid, that not only che fuller ſtreames, but every 
drop of grace, is received from his fw/nes, This errour proceedes 
from :h-ir nat diftinguiibing aright berwixt acquiſite babits and 
infuſed, indeed in che acquitie, the afts goe betore the havits, and 
[prepare for them, but with intuled babirs it is clean contrary ; It is 
wich chem as it is wichichenarurall powersof the ſoule , wee have 
firlt the ficuly of ſeeing beiore we doe fee, and the faculry of 
| . OR 2,” . 
hearing before wee doe heare, (o it is in infuſed babits, we 
ave firſt the habics before we exerciſe the @.erations of them , for 
even as the wheele doth not run thatit may be made round , bur 
it is firſt made round that it may run. ſo the heart doth not firſt go 
the ations, wher<by tis pur into a right frame, but it is firlt fa. 
{{[hioned and made a new Creature by grace , and then ir doth a- 
tions, and brings forth fruits wo: thy amendment of lite, for what 
is ſaid of the ſoule. is as truly (aid of Grace, it doth, Fabricari $1b 
Domicil:«m, prepareth a room for it ſelfe , uſech no Harvenger, 
tor nothing can prepare for grace, bur grace. 
And if it be objedted,as Armming doth in his book upen the 7, 
to the Remwrans, that ſuch 25 Seveca and Socrates, were much en- 


man, and had a kind of unverſall common grace. 

I anſwer, that this priviledg cannot be denyed to many among 
the Heathen, that as Alchmſts. though they mille the end , yer 
they finde many excellent things by ttc way. So chough they fai- 
led of the tight end, the glory of God, yer they were nor delticure 
of many excellent common gifts, wherein though one did go farre 


| 


2+ anocher, as Seneca beyond Nero,and fo others, yer asthey | 
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| ſay of (ins, they do all alike pafle therrule of reftiture, though ſyme 
goc mas dun than ary were they al alike deftiruce of o-| 
rigina] Rightcouſnefle, although ſome more elorgated fiom 1t 
than others, al are alike dead in fins, though lome ( as dead bo- 
dies ) more corrupted and putrified than others, 

And if ir be objeQted, as it is by Armniss, to what cnd then 
| are Exhortations and Threatnings, the propounding of Puniſh- 
ments, and Rewards, if it be net in our power to accept Grace, & 
refuſe itas we wil, 

I anſwer, that asthe raine alchough it fal aſwel upon Rockes 
and Heathes, as upon Vlhes and Fruntfull places, yet no man aſ- 
| kethto what end us tbe fuft and latter raine ; So Exhortations & 

Admonitions though they fal a\wel upon the Reprobates , anc 
thoſe that are deſperately wicked, as upon thoſe that are docible 
| and capable of better things, it is rono lefle folly ro aſke to whac 
end they are, ſecing as che raine, ſo they are to many beneficial 
| and uſeful. 
| So much forthe firſt Corollary, which ſerves to reRifie Judge- 
| ments, 
| The next is for Pradiſc. If al grace be received, then deferre 
| not repentance, for no repentance is accepted, but what proceeds 
| from a Santtifying grace , and that as you ſee bs received , that is 
| given by God as he wil, It is not in his that willeth , nor in bim 
| that rxnnetb, but he hath conpaſſion on whom he wil have com- 
| Hm whons he wil, he bardeneth, Rom. 9.15. As 1 faid 
tore, the Spirit breatherh where, and when it lilteth. Therefore 
; we ſhould as Millers, ard Mariners are wont to doe, who take 
| the Gale when it commeth, becauſe they know the winds are not 
| at their command : ' Suppoſe a man were to paſle the Seas within 
| 20 dazs upon pain of death , if the wind ſhould blow the ſeconc 
; day, third day, or fourth day , no wiſe man would omit the op- 
| Portunity, becauſe he knowes the winds are nct in his power ; 
So, ifthe ff iric ſhal breath into our hearts good motions of turnipg! 
ro God unfainedly in our youth,” at 16. 17. or when ever, it 1+ 
the greateſt wiſcdome in the world to rake the oppastunity , and 
| not to putir oft, who knoweth whether they wilbe had againe o! 


no : How wany theuſind arenow in Hel who thought to hay:! 


| repentcd, and did not becauſe they negleRed thoſe breathings _ 
' c | 
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the Spirie where they were offered ? For there are certaime accep. 
table rimes;#fter which God effers Grace ne more ; happy be thac 
knowes that day of bis viſitation, and as our Saviour fpeaketh, rhe 
things which belong 16 bis Peace, in that his day , which Jeruſa. 
lem did not, which 

did not : ard the Jewes in /eremiab's time did tot, when Ged 
forbad Jeremy to pray for them, For as there were certaine times 
when the Angell moved the waters in the poole of Betheſda, 2nd 
he that then flepped in, was bealed ; fo there are certaine accepta- 
ble times , wherein God troubles the hearts of men by bis fpric. 
Happy is he who then fteps into a good courſe,that he may be hea- 
led to Salvation, I ſay there are certaine times, wherein God doch 
(as it were) thaw and ſoften the frozen bears of men. And it 1 
wilcdome then withthe busband-man to pur in the plovgh, while 
the greund is (oft : for the heart in ſuch a caſc is like iron in the fur- 
nace, eaſily faſhioned, but fiay till it be cold , and it will nor be 
wrought upon, I beſeech you therefore ler us be exhorted to take 
portunity, and not be like to theſe whem Jſeyeb complaines 
of, who like Eulryſhes bow down their head: for a day , while ſome 
(forme of inward or curward trouble is upon chem , but whea a 
faire Syn-ſhine day comes to dry itup 3gane ,. lift up their heads 
as uprighc as ever [efire, 

It a can would fit downe and call his thoughts tegether bue for 
| one halt hour, and conſider this ſcriouſ]y,I have but a lirtle time to 
live here, it is another place where I mutt live for all eternity, 
and it (hall be wich me for all this eternity , as I ſpend this ſhore 


ny thieg elſe ſhould cake up the intenuons and thoughts of a mans 
heart, but only how to make ſure his falyation. Bur alas we are 
rotbed of our (elves through worldly _— and doe magne 
CONUIN, WAGHAS NYT agert , and fo we {pend cur lives, Bui if 
we would not have with the Merchant, Farturam rudentibus 
api ar, that is, an eſtate hanging upcn ropes, and depending vpo") 
uncerraineuies , eſpecially ſeeing grace whence repentance pro- 
ceedeth , is as you fee received , and not in our power, But wee 
miſtake repentance , and that is the cayie we defer it, it iS Not 2s it 


is commonly thought, a ſorrow for our ſinnes oncly , nor a weere 


made Chriſt to weep over it, and which Sax/ 


wel 


| 


rune. I fay if this werethoroughly confidered , I wonder that a-| , 


— — 


l:aving of {innes our of feare of hell , and defire to be ſaved, which | 
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Chriſt's Fulneſſe, and 


| a man may docour of the ftrengrh of naturall wiſedome, propvi- 


ine life into 2 dead man: 
new Cretture/, 3 Corimbian;y. 17.) A cnn of the whole 
frame ofthe heart.” As ifantother ſoule dwelt in the Yame body, as 


mar), theh he-was ſerving of G4 our of an inward propenſneſſe 
and having the whole bent of his diſpoſition tutn*do delight in 
che Law of God without theſe by-reſpe&ts. ' And thar this may, yet 
be made clearti; ae put out of Ml doube , 1 would' aske burthis 
queſtion z Thit tepenitaice which men take up' in age,” or in tigies 
of extreamiry , | whier eedath it, if from ſelfe lore, as it u- 
— in* ſach'cafes / berauſe the ſoule is then ſtrengly poſ- 
ſefſed with” nh appreherifion! bf death and hell ,/ and er life, 
ther) thete is no mere then riatute' In it. ,for the ftreame riſeth 


fi into danger, would firuggle co ſave ir (elfe, Burifit pro- 
ceed from leye ro God, why was ir not done ſooner, why not in 
the flowre of thir youth; yei when it is done ſooneſt , would we 
got be heartily thac it was nor done ſooner, ific procee- 
ded our of toe tohim. And'if it thus proceed out of an holy love 
| | co God ,/ ' it cannor ariſe but from his holy ſpiric : the breathings 
of which ſpirit as they are moft free , ſo are they moſt pretious. 
Therefore when ſuch a fparke is kindled in our hearts, let us bee 
catefull-ropurfuell co it , and not ſuffer ir to gee out agaioe, 
Al che Creatures in Heaven and Earth cannot helpe us againe 
rothem , yea the beft Ordinances are bur as pens without inke , 
or empty Conduit-pipes which give pota drop of true Grace . 
except Chriff who is the Fountaine pleaſeto conveigh it by them. 
You know the Famous Story of Francis Spira, what bitter 
cryes hee uſed upon his Death-bed : O thatT had but one drop 
Farh | One of the moriuns which I have becne wont to have , 
but yer could not have them ! But died with thoſe deſperate 
words in his mouth, { aw D inwred. Therefore let us take heed 
how we ler fuch motions riſe up like bubbles in us, and breake 
againe ; or: goe our hke ſparkes upon wet tin(ler , leſt often 
checking , and ſnibbing , and quenching the Spirit , in the end 


_—_ 


ding fot his owne (afery ,” bur ic 18's "truich diffcrenc thing , viz, |. 
+ efravnir'2. 1. Making's man a | 


[te faith ; Ego wer ego; Iris word; when' a tnan is cleanc another 


nt higher then the fountzine. 'A beaff would doe as mich, which | 
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we beguitty of reſiſtmg the Holy Ghoſt, and God: ſhal ſpears in 
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bus wrath that we ſhal net enter into ble vefb, T Where by the way 
obſerve, that this Doftrine'teacherh us not to be idle, and leave 
al to God, as they ſlander it ] but as Paw! maketh the Conſe- 
yum , becauſe God worketh im you beth the wil and the deed, 
therefore works out your Salvation with feare and trembling , 
Arminus contrarily , ourſelves worke in our ſelves the Fil, and 
the deed ; Therefore we need not worke out our Salvation with 
any ſuch teare ar:d folicitude , ſince we may dce it at our owne 
pleaſure and leiſure. 

Bur it wil be ſaid this isa hard caſe, although a man would 
repent, yet he carnot? though he defire to ſerve God , yet ir 
F impoſſible. T herefore to rake away this Scruple , we muſt 
know that God is exceeding free and open-handed in giving grace 
( if it may beraken in time } and if we wil not belieye it, ſobu 
commeth here and tellerh you, 1 have received of bi Fulnefſe | 
and not onely I, but al we haye received, that is, al other 
Saints that either are, or have beene ; and fince Tobr* tine, 
many thouſand thouſands : And ſhal not ſuch a Cloud of Wit- 
nefſes perſwade us? If a B doe bur heare of an open fe 


| Houſe 
kept, ora great Dole , ut atfedts him, and invites him wo joe: 
þs- 


Bur when hc ſees many come from it with armes-ful , and 
ful, and baſkers-ful, chien he is confident : thar adderh wings to 
tum; So ifa fick man doe but heare of a Famous Phyfitian , or 
a healing Welzir ſtirs him up to goe and try : Bur when he meers 
with 160 and 1000 comming from the Wel , and telling him, 
I have beene there and am healed , I have beene there, and am 
made whale , then he maketh no queſtion ; So dath /ehw here , 
Al we have recerved of bis Fylneſſe : Like a Bird that hath found 
out a fl heape and calls his fellowes to ir. Say not therefore , oh 
my finges are {@ great, and wy wants are ſo many : But rather 
thinke thus with your (elves , ifthere was grece inough for ſo ma- 
ny , there is ſurely inough for me : — you mutt receive when 
ic is offered 1» the acceprable tuwe , Ic often grieving the Spirie, 
God luffers his Sprrst to ſtrive no longer. Gen, 6, 3. But (as1 
laid before ) ſweare 1m bis wrath that you (hal not enter into bus 

ret, 
n If al grace be reeeived, they let us be affeited as Receivers 
[ 1 Jn thankfulnertowards God | the moſt gracious are the moſt 


grateful, [ 2 I» Humility toward: men] For what have wee that 
= C | wee 
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Chriſt's Fulnefse, and 


| wee have wot received? Aud ſhal our-Purle or Veſle boaſt \© 
(clfe againſt anether , becauſe che Owner hath put more Gold, | p 
or more precious Liquor into it , than into anocher , it may be of 
the ſame, or a better worth? Or ſhal the wal which gliſtererh 
with the Sun beames exalt it ſelfe againſt another which ſtands | * «| 
in the ſhadow, as if it had Luftce from it (clfe ; and not borrowed | 
frotn che Sun, | 
| 3. Let us be affeRed as Receivers , in begging grace «t Gods = 
hands by Prayer. Theretore ic is [2id co bs the Bucket of grace, 
'and it is a true oſervation, that a man of much Prayer, isa man 
jof much Grace. Now Prayer is cither Prgvate, or Pabliqne : 
[ Private, is that wherein we expreflc our private and particular 
occalions to God every day , whercin we renew Repentance & 
Covenants with God, of abtayning from the finnes we are moſt 
| . ' 
prone to , and ef doing the duties co which we are mo{t unape, 
ling word , that wherein we doe every a / ſet ouc hearts ſtreight 
before God in a[ things. This is the very Life of Religion, and 
in this we muſt be very frequent and fervent, binding our ſelyes 
with an inviolable reſolution to keep a conſtant courſe in it, but of 
this chere is no doube, | Thenext is Publ:que Prayer, of which 
becauſe it is more queſtioned and nor received by all with 
har Reverence ic ſhauld, I wil adde a word or two of it, 
and conclude. 

That a fet Forme of Prayer is Lawful , much need not to 
be aid , the very newnefle of che contrary opinion is enough to 
ſhew the vanity and falſenefle of ir : It _ contraty to the 
i Judgment of approved Councells, Learned Fathers, and the 
continual Praiſe of che Church, 

Teriullian , who lived not much #bove an hundred yeares 
after the Apoſtles death, faich in his Booke de Oratione , Pre- 
miſſa Legitima & ordinaria Oratione , Tus eft ſuperſtruendi 
| Petitioner, Fc, which ſheweth that they had ſome ordinary ſer 
allowed Prayers, ro which, afterwards ſome were added ar 
| (more Liberty, In Origen's time , Who lived very ncere Ter. | 
| tullan's time : It is evident thatthere were ſet Fo-mes of Prayer $3 
| uſed jn the Church : for in his 12** Homily ugon /cremy, he 
| repeateth and expoundeth ſome paſſages of chem, upon which 
pom IB;ricus faich, Tunc temporys certas quaſdam forms. | 
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las orationum ſing dubio babverunt, Baſil in bis 63. Epiſtle 
faith , that in his time chexe were Leranics uſed in the Neoceſs-! 
reas Churches, and Ambroſe in his time afficmah ; Y ſuns Le. 
taxi rum ubique ofſc frequentem. Conſtantine the Great preſcri- 
bed a fer Forme of Prayer to his Souldiers, ſet downe by 
Ewſeb144 in his fourth Booke. And Caltrimin his 83, Epiſtle 
to the Proteetor of England faith, that he doth greatly allow 
a et Forme of Eccleſiaſticall Prayers, which the Miniſters ſhould 
be bound to obſerye. 


That which is chiefely to be reprehended , is of a ſecrer daſeſteem 
of publique prayers ? By rcalon of which , many negleR to come 
|cochern, and winch doe , doe it in a perfun@ory and over-| 
ly manner , whicl1 is an extreame fault. Better wereit, that 
men would come to this disjunRion ; either it js lawfull to uſe 
them or not ; if not, why . doe they not wholly abftaine , and if 
_ be lawfull , why doe they nocuſe them conſtantly , and in a 
reverent and holy manner, One thing there is , which ifit were 
well conſidered, would breed in the hearts of men another efteem 
of our publique prayers then there . And that is, that beſides 
the end of obteyning the things we want ( wherein yer pnblique 
prayer hath the promilſe-) there is another end in praying, and that 
5 to worſhip God , and to performe a ſervice to hun, for prc- | 
; ving of which , there are two places of Scripture un-anſwerable, 
| Luke 2. 37, Hameh worſhipped God by faſting and prayer: , the 
word uſed is azrpiuxoe, which is the proper word for worſhip, | 
Aftts 13.2. They miniffred to the Lord and faſtcd, the word u- 
ſed is aurnugy vrTwy, whence the word Liturgy is derived, This 
me thinkes thould breed in the hearts of men a reverend cfteeme 

of this duty, 

Beſides , how ſtraight is that which is objeRed againft che law- 
fulneſle of it, asthat the Spirit is tinted , when wee are fertered | 
wich words appointed, : 

eFrſw. The freedome of the Spiric Rands not ſo much in the 
extent of the words , as the intenſnefſe of the zeale wherewith 
they are uttered, Beſides if this argurnent were good, it- would 
long againſt conceived prayer , for if hethat heareth , bath a lar- 


Burtas I fajd before of the lawfulneſſe, there is lictle queſtion. 
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ger {firit then he chat prayer , there is to him the ſame lining oc 
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| Prayer muſt needes exce 


' Againe tis objefted, that we cannot pray for occafionall necel- 
ſities, Therefore we bind nor only toa fer forme : but men may, 
ard ought $2 «ſc beſides, private prayer, wherein we may exprefie 
our private, accidentall, and particuler occafions. And it they be 
morepublique, there are prayers before and after Sermon, where- 
in the Minilter is lefr at more liberty ? And if ic be yer more ge- 
acrall belonging co he Stare or Church, we adde it tothe publike 
prayers , 28 it is in the Gu». powder-treaſon times of Var, dearth, 
Fc, Bur there needs not much be ſaid to convince the judgernent: 
that which is chiefely to be defired, is, that chey may be beccer ob» 
leryed, and more eftecmned, eſpecially (ecing our publique prayers 
be holy and good , ( and which ſhould bea greater inducement ) 
che Church hath commanded them : And it'rhe Church be to be 
obeyed in indifterentchings, as it is, much more in appointing of | 
Gods owne Ordinances, | | 
And if a ſet forme of prayer bee lawfull, then the Lords 
l , being dedicared by Chriſt him- 
ſelfe , and is therefore to bee more frequently uſed , and 
withall Reverence both in minde and geſture, Nor doth 
this want the praRtiſe and approbation. of the Auncient, it. is 
(yprians (peech, Pranto efficacins inmpetramur quod peti- 
mus Chriſti nomine f pſi Oratione pet amwus. And 
Saint Auguſtine, Diſce et retinets oratronem Do. 
w1ICam , ot inter omnes ſantJor Con/one ore pr o- 
fera1is,Thus if we ſhal ſhew our ſelves affc- 
Qed as Receivers, in uſing both publicke 
and private praier, vie ſhall find that 
luccefle which John and the 
reſt found, who of his 
fulneſſe received 
Grace for 
Grace, 
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